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Culinary Clash: Palm Beach Edition – Official Contest Rules 
Updated: July 26, 2025 

Competition Format 
Each event features 3 chefs competing in 3 timed rounds: 
1. Appetizer 
2. Main Course 
3. Dessert 

 All dishes are presented to a panel of judges and a live audience of 75- tasting guests.

Event Schedule 
Preliminary Showdowns: 
● September 1 (Monday – Labor Day) 
● September 15 (Monday) 
● September 29 (Monday) 
Grand Finale: 
● October 30 (Thursday) 
Winners from each preliminary round will compete in the finale

Judging & Scoring
Judges will evaluate each round using a 100-point scale: 
● Taste – 25 points 
● Presentation – 15 points 
● Creativity – 10 points 
● Execution – 10 points 
The chef with the highest cumulative score across all three rounds will be named the event winner. Judges
will be rotated across events and will include chefs, food writers, media personalities, and industry leaders. 

Audience Participation & People’s Choice
Each event includes 75 invited guests who will taste dishes from all three chefs and cast a vote for their
favorite overall contestant. 
● The contestant with the most guest votes will receive the People’s Choice Award. 
● This award is separate from the official judging score and serves as an additional honor and audience
recognition. 
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Contestant Requirements 
To participate, contestants must: 
● Submit a complete application 
● Participate in a brief interview/screening 
● Sign a media release 
● Be available for setup, breakdown, and event participation 
● Provide their own assistant, tools, and any specialty ingredients (organizers provide core pantry staples
and equipment).

Prizes & Charity Component
Each preliminary winner advances to the Grand Finale. 
The Grand Finale Champion receives a cash prize of $3,000 plus a night to host a pop-up event at Culinary
Studio and more!
● Each Chef will be partnered up with a local Charity. 
Charity represented by the Winner of Grand Finale will receive a cash donation. 
The selected charity will be a vetted nonprofit and approved by event organizers. 
The charity will be recognized in media, on-stage presentations, and social promotions. 

Media & Publicity 
All contestants and judges agree to be photographed and filmed during the event. Footage and images
may be used across Culinary Studio platforms, media outlets, and partner channels. Contestants are
encouraged to engage on social media and participate in storytelling efforts throughout the season. 

Disqualification 
A contestant may be disqualified for any of the following: 
● Unsafe kitchen practices 
● Violation of competition rules or dishonesty 
● Failure to meet timing, ingredient, or event participation requirements


